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Unit Trajectory  

Ø Start with Joe Harris’s “Coming to Terms” to establish the new scene of (college) reading. 
Ø Students will then read/screen texts about literacy/ies (a range of genres and positions, and 

for a range of audiences); they’ll write a critical summary of each text, and generate 
flashpoints from each text. 

Ø As they read and write, students will also keep a digital file of artifacts related to literacy/ies 
(images, article, music, song lyrics, etc). 

Ø Students will compose a text —an experience based investigation of literacy in the form of a 
blog post—in which they must position and engage with at flashpoints from at least two of 
the shared readings and incorporate some of the artifacts from their file. 

Ø All of the unit work will be submitted in a portfolio with a reflection piece. 
Ø Students will be encouraged to return to and revise the literacy blog post piece after 

submission. 
 
The Writing Situation  
The SU Writing Program is launching a blog in Fall 2013 entitled 21st C Literacies: Where Are We Now? 
and soliciting submissions from current WRT 105 students. Submissions should be 1000 words, and 
include visuals. The Program is interested in hearing from students about their experiences with 
literacy, as well as their broader ideas about literacies in the current historical moment. Keep in mind 
that many of the readers of the blog are composition 
instructors and scholars and that they will read the entries 
with a mind toward rethinking their writing pedagogy. That 
means that as much as readers will appreciate reading about 
your personal literacy experiences, they’ll also expect to see 
you engaging with the ideas, theories, and concepts of other 
writers, thinkers, scholars. You’ll need to build in flashpoints 
from at least two of the shared readings, and engage critically 
with the flashpoints. In essence, your blog entry should 
suggest a “conversation” between you and other writers, a 
conversation that spurs you and your readers to think in new 
and deeper ways about literacy.   
 
Getting Started 
The following are thinking prompts—questions to spur new ideas and new writing—and not items 
to be checked off and included in your blog entry:  
  

Unit Goals: 
inquire into literacy 
generate key terms specific to literacy  
develop critical reading skills 
practice relevant invention strategies  
engage in composing processes—brainstorming, drafting, 
revising, reflecting 
develop rhetorical awareness 

 

	  



o In “The Future of Literacy,” DeVoss et al explore new literacies in the digital age. The article 
was published twelve years ago, however—an awfully long time given the speed with which 
technology changes. How has technology impacted your literacy development? Are your 
literacy practices valued by those in the academy? If not, how might you argue for the 
consideration of those practices? 

o In his TED Talk cultural anthropologist Michael Wesch is speaking to an adult audience, but 
he is describing the literacy practices of you and 
your peers: how accurately does he represent 
your peer group?  

o Deborah Brandt offers some 
provocative claims about the dynamics involved 
in “literacy sponsorship” in her article, 
“Sponsors of Literacy”: in what ways is she 
encouraging you to think in more complex ways 
about individual and institutional literacy 
sponsors?    

o In what ways do you see access—to 
technology, to resources (libraries, media, etc), to people—impacting literacy? 

o In what ways do you see difference (class, gender, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation) 
impacting literacy? 

o Where do you see the readings intersecting and diverging in their exploration of literacy? 
   

 
What I’ll Be Looking For [TAs can modify these to fit their own assessment goals] 

Ø Are you pushing your thinking about literacy— ideas about your own literacy and about 
literacy more broadly conceived? 

Ø Are you engaging thoughtfully and responsibly with the ideas and words of others? 
Ø Are you demonstrating an awareness of audience—their needs, interests, and expectations? 
Ø Are you demonstrating an understanding of genre—specifically the conventions of blog 

writing? 
Ø Does your blog post show evidence of thoughtful development and revision? 
 
 

Specifics 
You will post your blog entry before coming to class on September 25, and submit your unit 
reflection in class on the same day.  
 


